
VOL. II FALMOUTH, MA ISSUE 8

Everyone’s a

critic!
EXTRA

WEEK 9 - 2017

ONCE UPON A MATTRESS

Music by Mary Rodgers

Lyrics by Marshall Barer

Book by Jay Thompson, Marshall Barer, and Dean 

Fuller

Average Rating from our Critics:

This week the College Light Opera Company 

performed Once Upon a Mattress for the first time 

in over 30 years! It was a delight for our patrons to 

see the production after so long, and for our ushers 

it was the first time they had seen it! While they may 

be familiar with the classic “Princess and the Pea” 

story, let’s see what they thought about Mary 

Rodger’s silly take on the fable: 

What did you notice about the lighting in this 

show?

“The lighting was good!” – Isabel, age 15

“I noticed that they put the light on the people

when they were singing.” – Nola, age 10  

“The lighting was constantly changing.” – Lilli, age 

11

Was there a performer that stuck out to you? Who 

was it, and why?

“The actress who plays Winnifred really stood out 

to me because of her energy and charisma. A great 

performer!” – Katrina, age 14 

“Kyle Becker has a very nice voice.” – Emma, age 

16

“I really liked the king.” – Walker, age 17 

“Ben Dutton!” – Magnolia, age 15

Based on what you’ve seen in the first act, what is 

something you predict for Act II?

“I predict that Fred will pass the test and marry the 

prince!” – Katrina, age 14 

“Winnifred and the Prince will get married.” –

Emma, age 16

“More high jinx!” – Walker, age 17 

“A happy ending.” – Magnolia, age 15 

What is something that you enjoyed about the 

costumes in this performance?

“The costumes were very bright and colorful and 

represented the time period well.” – Max, age 14

“I love that each person’s costume represents their 

personalities in a way.” – Lindsay, age 13

“I enjoyed that the costumes were very detailed and

bright. They definitely stood out!” – Lily, age 14 

“I liked all the hats and dresses.” – Emily, age 12 

What is something that you learned from the show?

“You shouldn’t let people tell you who to love.” –

Max, age 14

“Don’t change for someone else.” – Lindsay, age 13 

“I learned that love is love.” – Lily, age 14

Think about the sets and props in the show. What 

did you like about them?

“They did a really good job designing the set so 

they didn’t have to change with every scene.” –

Isabel, age 15

“I liked when the draw bridge went down.” – Nola, 

age 10

“I loved the fantasy element they added to the 

show.” – Lilli, age 11
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ABOUT THE YOUNG CRITICS CIRCLE

Thank you for picking up a copy of CLOC’s Young Critics Circle. We publish a new newsletter every Friday in 

July and August, each reviewing that particular week’s production at CLOC. Founded in 2016, the Young Critics 

Circle was created to provide young artists in middle or high school the opportunity to see quality live 

performances at the College Light Opera Company's Highfield Theatre, and refine their musical tastes by 

reviewing our 9 productions each summer.

Participants act as ushers before the show and are able to attend the performance free of cost. At intermission, 

students are provided a snack and are given the opportunity to meet a member of our staff and question them 

about their experiences to further their knowledge and understanding of a career in the arts.

For more information about the Young Critics Circle, please visit clocycc.weebly.com

Are you enjoying the dancing/movement in 

the show? Why or why not?

“The dancing and movement in the show is 

very fitting to what’s happening on stage. 

Especially King Sextimus who uses dramatic 

gestures for simple sentences.” – Morgan, age 

12

“Yes, because it really lights up the stage and 

goes perfectly with the vocals.” – Carly, age 12 

“Yes. I liked how Fred repeated her attributes 

in her song.” – Petra, age 12

“Yes, I like how they did the ball.” – Tess, age 

10

What instruments are doing a great job, and 

why?

“The orchestra all together is very in tune with 

the actors and whatever’s happening in a 

specific song.” – Morgan, age 12

“All of them! They don’t overwhelm the 

singers!” – Carly, age 12  

“I think all the instruments are doing a great 

job with their music.” – Petra, age 12

“I liked the drums and the cello they were 

keeping with the music.” – Tess, age 10 

Thank you for 

spending your 

summer with us!

We’ll see you 

next year for our

50TH SEASON!

F RO M  T H E  E D I TO R :

CLOC Patrons,

Thank you for your continued support of the 

College Light Opera Company and the Young 

Critics Circle. Whether you are a parent or 

grandparent of a young critic, a patron or 

CLOC, or a young critic yourself, I would like to 

personally thank you for making your way to 

the theatre and supporting this wonderful 

company. 

Working with each young critic  was especially 

rewarding this year given the wonderful 

personalities we had. We have had the pleasure 

of seeing our critics become more confident with 

themselves and their ushering duties, in addition 

to reading how their reviews from week to week 

get more and more perceptive. All of our young 

critics have bright futures ahead of them!

Live theatre is more important than ever, and 

it has so much to offer. If your child has an 

interest in pursuing a career in the performing 

arts, please do your best to nurture their love 

of music and theatre. Who knows, you might be 

seeing them on stage at the Highfield Theatre

one day!

Again, thank you for your continued support,

and we’ll see you next summer!

- Holden Maiorana
Assistant Director of Marketing/Publicity


